
 

 

 
RONALD L. BOOK BIOGRAPHY 

 
Ronald L. Book is a specialist in governmental affairs and 
administrative law, with a Juris Doctorate degree from 
Tulane University and a Bachelor's degree in Political 
Science from Florida International University. 
 
He is a former Director and Special Counsel of Florida 
Governor, Bob Graham’s Cabinet and Legislative Affairs 
Office and Director of the Administrative and 
Governmental Law Department for Miami-based Sparber, 
Shevin, Shapo, Heilbronner & Book, one of Florida's most 
influential law firms from 1977 to 1987, when it 
disbanded.  During part of his tenure with former 
Governor Bob Graham, Book also served as Executive 
Director of the constitutional revision campaign, "Five for 
Florida's Future" raising close to $1.0 million to support 
the effort.  Over the past decade and a half, he has raised 

over $25 million for various candidates and causes. 
 
Book's proficiency in legislative procedure and administrative law has translated into 
accomplishments for such clients as the South Broward Hospital District; VITAS 
Healthcare Corporation, Inc.; Mount Sinai Medical Center; the NASDAQ 100 
International Players Championship (formerly known as the Lipton); Miami Motorsports; 
the Cities of North Miami, Aventura, Sunny Isles, Miami, Cooper City, Palmetto Bay, and 
North Miami Beach, Doral, Sunrise, Bal Harbour Village, Tamarac, Miramar, Lauderdale 
Lakes, Tallahassee and Pinellas Park; Ryder System; Miami-Dade County; Broward 
County; Walton County; St. Lucie County; Pinellas County; Blockbuster Entertainment 
Corporation; Huizenga Holdings; the Miami Dolphins; the Florida Marlins; Florida 
Panthers; National Car Rental Center; Tampa Bay Lightening; Psychemedics; Los Angeles 
Dodgers; Florida Grapefruit League; Discovery Zone; Florida Regional Planning Council 
Association; American Society of Interior Designers; Interior Design Association of 
Florida; the Greater Miami Opera; Hieco & Meditek; Cancer Treatment Holdings, Inc.; 
Florida Medical Center; WQAM and WKIS Radio; Florida Municipal Electric; Florida 
Power & Light; BellSouth; North Broward Hospital District; The Dan Marino Foundation; 
The Autism Society of Florida; the Broward Partnership on the Homeless; the Dade 
County Homeless Trust; New Horizons Community Mental Health Center; The City of 
Miami; the Biscayne Bay Pilots; Recording For the Blind and Dyslexic; Bail Florida; 
General Tobacco; Jackson Memorial; University of Miami Medical School; Neptune 
Fireworks; Best Buddies; Flagler Dog Track; Miami Project to Cure Paralysis and 
numerous others. 



 
 

 

 
Ron’s expertise in the Legislative Appropriations arena has resulted in funding for many 
projects on behalf of, but not limited to, the following clients:  The Miami Grand Prix 
Downtown Street Race Course; Lipton Tennis facility, now known as NASDAQ 100 ($30 
million public money); Homestead Speedway – NASCAR ($60 million public money); Pro 
Player – Zoning and IDB; Dodgertown – Spring Training ($15 million public money); 
Florida Grapefruit League ($75 million for 5 cities/counties); Miami Project to Cure 
Paralysis and the Buoniconti Fund (over $15 million); Diabetes Research Institute (over 
$5 million); Professional Sports Franchise Facility sales tax rebate: Marlins, Lightening, 
Jaguars and Panthers ($60 million each; $2 million per year for debt service for 30 
years); Office Depot Center Arena ($260 million public money); Local Sports Franchise-
Bed Tax ($250 million), plus numerous others.  Most recently (2007-2008) an $80 million 
appropriation for the University of Miami Biotech Life Sciences program; and $20 million 
for Jackson Health System. 
 
An active participant in South Florida's professional arena, Book is a trustee and Council 
of 100 member of the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce and sits on the Legislative 
Affairs and State Affairs committees.  He is a past member of the Board of Directors of 
the Epilepsy Foundation of South Florida, Inc., a former member of the Steering 
Committee for the Summit of the Americas, a member of the University Outreach 
Development Council at Florida International University.  Currently, he is a Board 
Member emeritus of the Joe DiMaggio Children's Hospital Foundation; Member and 
Chairman of the Miami-Dade County Homeless Trust, having administered over $250 
million in funding; outside advisor to the Broward Community Partnership on the 
Homeless; Member of the Orange Bowl Foundation Board of Directors 2005 – 2008; 
Chair of Children’s Home Society of Florida Foundation; Trustee Member of United Way 
of Miami-Dade; and Executive Committee Member, The National Conference for 
Community and Justice. Member of Miami-Dade County Mayor’s Mental Health Task 
Force; Chairman of the Mental Health Care Finance and Sustainability Subcommittee; 
member of Miami-Dade Community Affordable Housing Strategies Alliance Task Force; 
Board Member, Overtown Youth Center Board of Directors; Chairman, Partnership For 
Recovery/No Blue Roofs, administering a $15 million budget.  He was named Homeless 
Advocate of the Year in 1994; named National Advocate of the Year by Autism Society of 
America, and was the recipient of the following awards: the Public Advocate of the Year 
Award by the National Epilepsy Foundation, 2003 Bill Colson Community Service Award 
from the Greater Miami-Dade Chamber of Commerce, 2004 James J. Blosser Community 
Trusteeship Award from the Broward Partnership For the Homeless, Survivor Activist 
Award from the Florida Council Against Sexual Violence; In 2004, in one of Mr. Book’s 
proudest moments, he was awarded the Alvah Chapman Humanitarian of the Year 
Award for his 16 years of service to the homeless in Miami-Dade County.   Book is a 
founding member of Lauren’s Kids, Inc., a 501(c)(3) created to help children who have 
become victims and survivors of sexual assault; Florida Senate’s appointment to Board of 
Directors for the Council on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys; Board member, 
Domestic Violence Oversight Board. 
 
Mr. Book currently operates his own practice out of Aventura and Tallahassee.  Of all his 
accomplishments, Ron and his wife, Pat, are most proud of their children, Lauren (23),  
Samantha (21) and Chase (16). 



“We can prevent childhood sexual abuse through education and awareness: 
I will not stop until every child is safe.” 

     

   Lauren Book-Lim 

Lauren Book-Lim is a childhood sexual 

abuse survivor, who has dedicated her life 

to healing fellow survivors, aiding in crisis 

intervention for children and families 

dealing with the aftermath of sexual abuse, 

and preventing childhood abuse of all kinds 

through educational programs and 

awareness ~ a true child advocate.  Mrs. 

Book-Lim is a University of Miami 

graduate, with a degree in Elementary 

Education and Creative Writing.  She 

graduated with honors.  Born in Hollywood 

and raised in Miami, Florida, she is a true 

Floridian. Lauren has dedicated herself to 

her nonprofit organization Lauren’s Kids Inc., founded in 2007.  

Mrs. Book-Lim frequently lobbies for the passage of laws used to protect 
Florida’s most prized asset Our Children. Lauren has been a driving force to enact Child 
Safety Zones in Florida, which prohibits Predators and Offenders from being within 300 
feet of any school, park, and playground or wherever our children congregate.     

Lauren’s Kids has a nation wide toll free number for children and families to call 
to receive crisis intervention and referrals to counselors in their state for help. Lauren’s 
Kids also has a wonderful education program educating over 10,000 students called 
KIDSAFE USA. Lauren’s Kids ultimate goal would be to open a center where children, 
families and survivors can come to enrich and heal.  



 

JIM McKINLEY 
 
Jim McKinley is president and founder of McKinley Financial Services, Inc. which is 
based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. After selling insurance for over 16 years on a part-
time basis, Mr. McKinley relocated to Florida and founded McKinley Financial Services 
in August of 1987. Over the past twenty-plus years, it has become one of the largest 
minority insurance agencies in the United States. What started out as a one-man 
business has greatly expanded in sales and staff. McKinley Financial now has more than 
50 agents and staff and does well over $287,000,000 in gross sales. The Company 
represents over 120 insurance carriers and is licensed in 40 states. A regional office is 
located in Orlando, Florida. 
 
A former college and professional football coach, Jim has a Bachelor of Science from Western Michigan 
University and a Master of Education from Eastern Michigan University. His 22 years of coaching experience 
took him to many championships. He has coached for Eastern Michigan University, Central State University,  
North Carolina A&T State University, Prairie View A&M University, USFL’s Oklahoma Outlaws, and the 
University of Missouri. In addition, he served as Athletic Director at North Carolina A&T University and 
Prairie View A&M University. In 1992, Jim was inducted into the Athletic Hall of Fame at Western Michigan 
University and, in 1994, he was inducted into the inaugural Hall of Fame of his high school in Bangor, 
Michigan. 
 
Jim McKinley has received numerous awards for his entrepreneurial excellence over the past 21 years, the 
most recent being the 2009 African-American Achievers Award given by JM Family Enterprises. Also notable 
were his earning a place in the Nova Southeastern University Entrepreneur Hall of Fame (1997) as well as the 
Junior Achievement of South Florida Business Hall of Fame (2003). Other recent awards include the Good to 
Great Award for South Florida – Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce (2008), Inc Magazine’s Inc5,000 
America’s Fastest Growing Private Companies List (2007), Who’s Who in Black South Florida (2007), 
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce Minority Corporate Citizenship of the Year (2007), and the Florida 
Regional Minority Business Council Supplier of the Year (2006). 
 
Jim McKinley has always been a strong believer in giving back to the community. In 1996, he founded the 
McKinley Financial Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization devoted to providing scholarship monies to 
deserving students. Since its creation, the Foundation has awarded 90 scholarships and has made over 
$400,000 in charitable contributions. 
 
Jim is married to Judith Jones McKinley. He has a daughter, Jackie, who is a television and movie scriptwriter 
in Hollywood, California and a son, Raymond, who is Co-manager of McKinley Financial’s Student and 
Sports Coverage Division. 
 
McKinley regularly supports special projects and organizations and serves on several boards: 
 
CURRENT AFFILIATIONS 
President/Director, Broward Workforce Communities, Inc.     
Board Chair, McKinley Financial Foundation, Inc. 
Board Member, ChildNet, Inc. 
Board Member, Winterfest, Inc.         
Board Member, Broward Workshop, Inc.        ...continued... 



 

 

Jim McKinley 
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Trustee, Virginia Union University Board of Trustees 
Member, St. Thomas University Advisory Board      
Member, Midtown Business Association 
Member, The Broward Alliance 
Member, Florida Regional Minority Business Council 
Member, Greater Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Miami-Dade Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges 
Member, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
 
PAST AFFILIATIONS 
Member, Broward Community College Advisory Board 
Trustee, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce 
Chair/Commissioner, Broward County Housing Authority 
President/Director, Building Better Communities, Inc. 
President/Director, BBC Homes, Inc. 
President/Director, MCCAN Communities, Inc. 
President/Director, HG Senior Housing Corporation 
President/Director, TP Homes and Communities, Inc. 
President/Director, Oakland Preserve Corporation 
Board Member, Workforce One, Inc. 
Board of Directors, Broward County Development Corporation 
Board Member, Western Michigan University Alumni Association 
Member, Broward County Marine Advisory Board 
Member, Broward Economic Development Council 
Treasurer, Board of Directors, Broward Urban Bankers Association 
Chairman, Broward Walktoberfest, 1997 American Diabetes Association 
Vice President, Board of Director, Cities in Schools, Inc. 
Member, Boca Raton Chamber of Commerce 
Trustee, City of Pompano Beach Fireman and Police Pension Fund 
Chairman, Lee YMCA Capital Fund-Raising Committee 
Director, Community Service Council of Broward County 
Director, Council for Black Economic Development 
Board of Directors, First Call for Help 
Treasurer, Board of Directors, Vinnette Carroll Repertory Company 
Member, Florida Memorial College Fund Raising Committee 
Member, Florida Atlantic University Football Evaluation Committee 
Member, District 10, Health and Human Services Board 
Founder, Heritage Bowl 
Director, People’s National Bank 
Member, Pompano Beach Marine Advisory Board 
Member, Broward School Board Advisory Committee for Handicapped Education 
Board Member, Boys & Girls Club of Broward County 
Task Force Co-chair, Vision BROWARD 
Board Member and Treasurer, American Red Cross, Broward County 



 

ROSALIND “ROZ” PERLMUTTER  

 

Growing up on South Beach, an anything but glamorous  
place in the late 50’s and 60’s, Roz learned the importance of 
sensitivity to human challenge, and at a very young age, 
became aware of  the reality that every human being has his 
or her own story . The area was filled with elderly Holocaust 
survivors,  who introduced her to their lives by asking her to 
handwrite  notes to their surviving loved ones since many were 
still unable to write in English…an experience that taught Roz 
about just what struggles people endured…a lesson that 
served as her introduction to  how very challenged humans 
could be.. And how enduring the human spirit is. This was the 

segue to her chosen career as a psychotherapist, and an adjunct professor training new 
therapists in gestalt therapeutic skills. 
Roz has earned a Masters Degree in Science; Family and Community Therapy Community 
Education with two years of Post-Graduate Studies at the Gestalt Institute, an Associate Degree 
in Business Administration and she is a Licensed Mental Health Professional and served as a 
member of the Florida State Department of Professional Regulation (1981). She also attended 
Adelphia Business College. 

Today, Rosalind “Roz” Perlmutter is the President of Pearl Artist and Craft and Pearl 
Paint. She is a devoted wife, mother of five, successful business woman, talented artist, 
philanthropist and activist. She first started down the road of Community Service at the 
age of twelve. 

In more recent years, she established the “Hearts of Broward” Auxiliary to raise Friends 
and Funds for the Ann Storck Center and has chaired the Center’s Celebrity Chefs 
Food, Tasting and Auction for five years. She was appointed as Honorary Board 
Member for the Ann Storck Center in 2002 and Board Member for the Center in 
December of 2006, and came to the ASC when her first adopted daughter’s needs 
went far beyond a typical classroom setting…an experience that would impact her 
husband and their 5 children’s lives. …and ultimately, a profoundly handicapped child 
who would end up teaching them more about human hope and compassion far 
beyond anything they could teach her. 

Roz has been the Weitzmann Institute of Science Woman of Vision (2003), the Broward 
County Mother of the Year (2003), named to the Committee of 100 Women of the Year 
for The American Cancer Society for Gilda’s Club in (1997) and was again honored 
several years later for her passionate and dedicated work on behalf of Ann Storck 
Center (2006). Roz has been recognized as Broward County Woman of Valor, named 
by the Sun Sentinel (1996), has received the Simon Weisenthal Center National 
Community Service Award (2000). Roz and Bob, her husband of close to 30 years, were 



proud recipients of  the Outstanding Community Service  award for  the Holocaust 
Education and Documentation Center (1997), where she also served as Vice President 
from 1991 to the  to 2000. 

In addition to her current positions on the Boards of the Ann Storck Center, Weizmann 
Institute of Women in Science, Pediatric Associates Foundation, and Mailman Seigal 
Family Center, Roz was a Founding Board Member for Gilda’s Club, South Florida, Love 
Jen Family Fest, and served as a Board of Trustees Member for the Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital Foundation, Board of Directors for the Boggy Creek Gang and the 
Board of Trustees for the Baudhuin School. She has had the privilege of serving on the 
board of the Broward Partnership for the Homeless, served as  liaison between the 
school board of Broward County School Board and parent advocacy groups in 
Broward County, while simultaneously creating  a foster children’s advocacy group to 
represent special needs foster children in Broward County, called STARS, (Surrogates 
Trained in Advocacy Representation),…a full time volunteer position assisting parents 
and foster families with the struggles and challenges that families of special needs 
children struggle with daily. 

She and Bob were glad to be able to assist with homeless families after hurricane 
Wilma, and took a young single mother and her two children in to live with the family for 
several months to assist them in relocating.  

Recently, she has been honored by being asked to serve as a founding member of the 
Pediatric Associates Foundation, identifying the needs of children and families 
throughout south Florida, and creating funding and solutions to assist in gaining support 
where possible. 

Roz is also an award-winning Artist whose work has been exhibited nationally, including 
a 2006 Solo Show in the Villanova University Art Gallery in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Her work has been juried into the Boca Raton Artists Guild and Broward’s 2 Plus 3 and 
her art has been featured in national publications: The Pastel Journal, American Artist 
Magazine and Dimensions Magazine and Lifestyle magazine. 

’for me, her art is sensitively composed music for the restless soul, vibrating feverishly 
inside the envelope of our skin; It nourishes us where all our nerve endings come 
together. And it confirms the fact that each of us is a remarkable and extraordinarily 
complex human being. “ –renowned art critic Burton Wasserman in his review of her 
solo exhibit at Villanova University in Philadelphia, Pa.  

For Roz, it’s another means of connecting with the spirit of humanity, in the hope that 
we can unite and touch the soul and spirit of as many people as we are privileged to 
encounter in the course of our lifetime. 






