
Youth Leadership Broward Class XXXVII
Government & Education Day 

Thursday, October 12th, 2023 
8:15 am – 5:00 pm 

MEETING / PARKING LOCATION: 
Suellen H. Fardelmann Cooper City Sports Complex 

 10300 Stirling Rd 
Cooper City, FL 33026 

If there are any issues, please call Gaby at (954) 767.8866. 

Attire for the day: Please dress in business casual attire with comfortable shoes.  Please no jeans, tank 
tops, shorts, or flip-flops. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR: 



8:15 am Arrive at Suellen H. Fardelmann Cooper City Sports Complex 
10300 Stirling Rd, Cooper City, FL 33026 

Welcome & Overview of the Day   
Sara Nunez, Class Program Chair   
Porshia Garcia, Jeremy Katzman & Daphnee Sainvil - Government & Education Day Co-chairs 

Bus to Broward College South Campus 
Emil Buehler Aviation Institute 
7200 Pines Blvd., Building 99, Pembroke Pines, FL 33024 

Broward College Transportation Programs 
Russell McCaffery, Dean, Broward College 
Leadership in Tallahassee 
Marie Woodson, State Representative 

Bus to Alan B. Levan │ NSU Broward Center of Innovation 
Alvin Sherman Library, Research, and Information Technology Center - Fifth Floor 
3100 Ray Ferrero Jr. Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

Technology and Innovation  
John Wensveen, Ph.D., Director, Alan B. Levan, NSU Broward Center of Innovation 

Bus to Cooper City City Hall 
9090 SW 50th Pl 
Cooper City, FL 33328 

Welcome to Cooper City 
Jeremy Katzman, Cooper City Commissioner 
Introduction of City Officials 

Lunch provided by City of Cooper City 

Speaker on Government and Leadership 
Robert McKinzie, Broward County Commissioner 

Overview of Municipal Government 
Ryan T. Eggleston, Cooper City Manager 
Anthony Fajardo, Fort Lauderdale Assistant City Manager 
Department Leaders 

Mock City Election and Commission Meeting 

Youth Leadership Broward…Connecting is Key 
Dr. Gregory Salters, Founder/Managing Partner, The S.A.L.T. Mine Success and 
Leadership Training Institute LLC. 



5:00pm 

Bus to Cooper City Police Station 
10580 Stirling Rd Cooper City, FL 33026 

Public Safety Tour and Demonstration 
Cooper City BSO Law Enforcement 
Captain Christopher De Giovanni, District Police Chief, BSO Cooper City District 
Lieutenant Jeff Tozzie, Executive Officer, BSO Cooper City District 
Ashley Barcena, Community Involvement Specialist, BSO Cooper City District 

Wrap Up  
Cooper City Police Station 
10580 Stirling Rd 
Cooper City, FL 33026 



Government & Education Day Committee Bios 

Porshia Garcia 
Deputy Director, Development Services Department 
City of Fort Lauderdale 

Mrs. Porshia Garcia, MPA, is an executive public administrator and proud United 
States Army veteran. As a paralegal specialist in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps 
(JAG), Porshia provided legal support internationally and domestically to attorneys 
and battalion command staff from 2008 to 2014.  

In March of 2014, Porshia began her career in public service as an administrative 
aide in the City of Fort Lauderdale’s Community Enhancement and Compliance 

Division. Porshia’s hard work, passion for public service, relationship fostering, and solutions-driven approach 
has earned her much success as a public administrator. In 2016, she was promoted to administrative services 
supervisor for Community Enhancement and in 2017, Porshia became the division manager for Community 
Enhancement. Porshia’s ability to develop and implement a strategic code enforcement program, rally other 
departments and external agencies for neighborhood enhancement projects, and foster a positive work 
culture within her division have earned her a reputation for excellence and made her a go-to for many 
organizations seeking advice on their code enforcement programs. 

In March 2021, the City of Fort Lauderdale’s City Manager appointed Porshia to serve as an assistant director 
for the Development Services Department. In 2022, Porshia was promoted to Deputy Director for 
Development Services, and she promoted a new code compliance manager. She oversees operations and 
activities of the Community Enhancement & Compliance Division, Business Tax, Building Construction 
Enforcement, Property Records, Permit Intake (and electronic permitting), Call Center Operations, and the 
administration of Enterprise Permitting and License Software (Accela Civic Platform). 

Porshia has an associate degree in criminal justice, bachelors in psychology, liberal studies, and journalism, and 
master's degree from Florida International University (FIU) in Public Administration. Porshia has a graduate 
certificate from FIU in Nonprofit and Community Development and certified in four levels of code enforcement 
through the Florida Association of Code Enforcement (FACE). She is also a certified trainer for FACE. Porshia 
volunteers with Take Stock in Children to mentor a high school junior at Fort Lauderdale High School (her alma 
mater) and she is a Broward County School Board volunteer. Porshia is a proud graduate of Leadership Broward 
(Class XL). She is also a proud member of the National Forum for Black Public Administrators (NFBPA), Florida 
Association of Code Enforcement, American Association of Code Enforcement, and International City County 
Management Association 



Jeremy Katzman 
Director of Business Development 
Nova Southeastern University; 
Cooper City Commissioner  

Jeremy Katzman is Director of Business Development for Nova Southeastern 
University and serves as part of the Health Professions Division’s leadership team. 
He oversees a multi-disciplinary group focused on university-wide strategic 
business development initiatives. He also serves as Co-Director of the NSU Dr. Kiran 
C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine’s (NSU MD) Executive Leadership Council
and is an Assistant Professor, Affiliated, Medical Education.

With more than 18 years of experience in communications and marketing, business development and 
leadership, Katzman specializes in finding innovative solutions to advance strategic business priorities. He 
joined NSU in 2013 and has held several roles in the organization, including Director of Public Relations and 
Marketing on the founding team that established the Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine and 
leading communications for the Health Professions Division, which includes seven colleges. 

Prior to joining NSU, he led communications and online fundraising for Miami Children's Hospital Foundation, 
where he focused on supporting programs and initiatives that helped children facing life-threatening illnesses. 
He previously served as an Account Executive at O'Connell & Goldberg Public Relations, where he provided 
expertise to clients in a variety of industries, including health care, non-profit, hospitality and sports. 

Katzman serves as an elected City Commissioner in Cooper City, Florida and is involved in a variety of civic and 
professional organizations. He is a Board Member and Secretary of the Leadership Broward Foundation; a 
Board Member of the Broward County League of Cities; a Host Committee member for Florida’s Children First, 
which supports children in the foster care system; an Advisory Council member for the Area Agency on Aging 
of Broward County; a member of Broward Days; and participates in several other organizations. He has served 
as Chair, Chair-elect and Treasurer for the PRSA Sunshine District, which is one of 10 districts in the nation and 
encompasses all of Florida and is past President of the PRSA Greater Fort Lauderdale chapter. Katzman is a 
long-time volunteer for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and previously served as Chair of its Young Adult 
Board. 

Katzman has received numerous awards, including South Florida Business Journal’s 40 Under 40, South Florida 
Business and Wealth's Excellence in Health Care Rising Stars Award and Communicator of the Year by the 
Public Relations Society of America (PRSA) Greater Fort Lauderdale Chapter. He also has judged awards for the 
state's Holocaust Essay Contest, Association of American Medical Colleges' Group on Institutional 
Advancement, and Public Relations Society of America. 

Katzman is Accredited in Public Relations (APR) by the Universal Accreditation Board. He earned his M.B.A. 
from Nova Southeastern University and holds a B.A. in public relations and a B.S. in political science from the 
University of Florida (UF). He is a member of the UF Hall of Fame and Florida Blue Key. Katzman is Director of 
Business Development for Nova Southeastern University and serves as part of the Health Professions Division’s 
leadership team. He oversees a multi-disciplinary group focused on university-wide strategic business 
development initiatives. He also serves as Co-Director of the NSU Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic 
Medicine’s (NSU MD) Executive Leadership Council and is an Assistant Professor, Affiliated, Medical Education. 

With more than 18 years of experience in communications and marketing, business development and 
leadership, Katzman specializes in finding innovative solutions to advance strategic business priorities. He 
joined NSU in 2013 and has held several roles in the organization, including Director of Public Relations and 
Marketing on the founding team that established the Dr. Kiran C. Patel College of Allopathic Medicine and 
leading communications for the Health Professions Division, which includes seven colleges. 



Daphnee Anne Sainvil 
Division Manager, Public Affairsblic Affair 
City of Fort Lauderdale 

Daphnee Anne Sainvil is the Public Affair Manager. She will oversee the City’s entire 
legislative portfolio – strengthening relationships with both federal and state 
legislators. In this role she also manages, promotes, and revitalizes the relationship 
between the city, businesses, residents, and visitors, and other stakeholders 
citywide. 

Prior to joining the City, she was one of two Legislative Policy Advisors in the 
Intergovernmental Affairs Boards Section of Broward County, tasked with promoting and advocating Broward 
County’s priorities, appropriations requests, and legislative proposals as contained in the Broward County 
State and Federal Legislative Programs. 

She has earned her law degree, from Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley Law School; Master’s 
degree, in business administration from Nova Southeastern University; and her bachelor’s degree in legal 
studies and psychology from Nova Southeastern University. In 2017, Ms. Sainvil has earned her Master of Law 
(LL.M) with a focus on Homeland and National Security from Western Michigan University Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School. 

In October 2018, she was honored to be recognized as Legacy Miami's 2019 class of "40 Under 40 Leaders of 
Today and Tomorrow. In May 2016, Ms. Sainvil was recognized by the Boys and Girls Club of Broward County 
being honored in their 2016 Class of 100 Outstanding Women. She sits on the Board of Directors for Junior 
Achievement of South Florida, and Advisory Council for the Broward College Village Square. She also served as 
a member of the Stranahan House Museum, United Way of Broward County’s Young Leaders Society, and is a 
current member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and Phi Alpha Delta Law 
Fraternity, International. 

A passion for giving back to the youth and community leads Ms. Sainvil to volunteer and mentor children at 
SOS Children’s Village, United Way service projects, Firewall, Feeding South Florida, HOPE South Florida, 
feeding the homeless in unison with the Homeless Partnership, and volunteering time and services to the 
Center of Orientation and Information, Inc. – her family’s non-profit organization geared toward fostering 
food, shelter, and case management services for low income individuals and families within the underserved 
community in Miami-Dade County. 



Russell McCaffery 
Dean of the Industry, Manufacturing, Construction, and 
Transportation pathway 
Broward College 

Russell N. McCaffery is the Dean of the Industry, Manufacturing, Construction, and 
Transportation pathway at Broward College.  In this role he oversees 2,000 students 
in the college’s Aviation, Supply Chain Management, Automotive, Marine, Building 
Construction, and Manufacturing programs.  He has worked in transportation-related 
positions for well over 25 years.  He secured a $24.5M Department of Labor grant, the 
largest single grant in Broward College history, to develop industry certifications for 

entry-level positions in the supply chain management field in partnership with the Council of Supply Chain Man-
agement Professionals.  Broward College currently manages the program on behalf of CSCMP. 

Dean McCaffery holds a Master of Aeronautical Science degree from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Aviation Operations from San Jose State University.  He is a member of the Academic 
Strategies Committee for the Council of Supply Chain Management Professionals and a board member of various 
community organizations.  

Marie P. Woodson 
Florida State Representative 
House District 101 

Florida State Representative Marie Woodson is an Administrator, a public servant, a 
trailblazer who has dedicated her life to serving others; especially the most unfortu-
nate and underprivileged ones to attain self-sufficiency. 

Representative Woodson discovered the gift of service at a very young age when her 
father directed her to teach children how to read –those whose parents could not 
afford to send to school. Furthermore, her late father would always stress the im-

portance of giving back or building/extending a bench for others. 

A product of Miami-Dade College, Florida International University and St. Thomas University, Representative 
Woodson worked for Miami-Dade County government at various capacities for over three decades.  She holds a 
Master’s Degree from St. Thomas University in Public Administration/Management. Her stellar experience, work 
ethics have propelled her ascendance in Miami-Dade County government where she was leading 5 major Divisions 
for one of the largest counties in the State of Florida; including, not limited to Senior Services, Social Services, 
Domestic Violence/Human Trafficking, Greater Miami Services Corps and Psychological Services. During her ten-
ure, she held the position of Division Director, overseeing the Financial arm of the Early Childhood Department 
and the School Readiness and Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) programs.  

Representative Woodson was elected to serve in the Florida State Legislature in 2020 as the first Haitian-American 
in Broward County. She is the current Democratic State Director for Women in Government (WIG). She also served 
as the Chairwoman of the Miami-Dade Commission for Women and was also a member of the Legislative Com-
mittee for many years. She currently chairs the Family Action Network Movement (FANM), a non-profit organiza-
tion serving the residents of South Florida. She belongs to several clubs and caucuses. As a passionate public 
servant, Representative Woodson has passed several bills in the Florida Legislature that will impact Homeless 
Youth, Seniors, Special Needs children, Youth with mental health and families in need of tax abatement.  

Government & Education Day Speakers Bios 



Representative Woodson never waivers in her commitment to serve with respect and dignity. She is married and 
have two (2) children.  

Dr. John Wensveen 
Chief Innovation Officer 
Nova Southeastern University 

Dr. John Wensveen is Chief Innovation Officer at NSU and Executive Director of the 
Alan B. Levan | NSU Broward Center of Innovation responsible for overseeing a mul-
timillion-dollar P3 (public private partnership) to support the growing entrepreneurial 
ecosystem by attracting and retaining industry-leading entrepreneurs, technology, 
sources of investment capital, and supporting resources to create a premier innova-
tion center. 

Prior to this role, Wensveen was the vice provost of academic schools at Miami Dade College, providing direct 
leadership and direction for the college’s professional education programs. He was responsible for creating cor-
porate relationships with local, regional, national, and international boards and organizations and with leaders of 
foreign governments, businesses, and non-governmental organizations. 

Wensveen has extensive academic leadership experience, including professor and head of the School of Aviation 
& Transportation Technology at Purdue University, dean of the School of Aviation at Dowling College, and profes-
sor of airline management at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. 

Wensveen has held a variety of industry leadership positions including Partner/EVP at Mango Aviation Partners, 
Global Head of Airline Advisory Services at Radixx International, President of Airline Visions, Executive Consultant 
at InterVISTAS, Senior Director at Marriott Vacation Club International, Vice President of International Affairs at 
MAXjet Airways, Director of Strategy and Communications at Corporate Visions, and Manager of Pacific Rim Flight 
Operations & Passenger Services at Canada 3000 Airlines. 

Wensveen is an external instructor at the International Air Transport Association (IATA), a certified instructor at 
the Turkish Aviation Academy (Turkish Airlines), a frequent contributor to the media, provides expert witness 
testimony, and is author of two leading industry books including "best-seller" Air Transportation: A Management 
Perspective and Wheels Up: Airline Business Plan Development. 

Wensveen earned Masters and Ph.D. degrees in International Air Transport and Business from Cardiff University 
(United Kingdom) and a B.A. in Geography and Transportation Land Use Planning from the University of Victoria 
(Canada). 

In his free time, he is an avid boater, scuba diver, and enjoys hitting the open road in his RV. 

Robert L. McKinzie 
Broward County Commissioner 
District 8 

Robert McKinzie is a native of Fort Lauderdale, graduating from St. Thomas Aquinas 
High School. He received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from 
Bethune-Cookman University in Daytona Beach. Prior to his election to the Broward 
County Commission, he served as the District 3 Commissioner for the City of Fort 
Lauderdale since 2014.  



Commissioner McKinzie has many years of experience of service in Broward County both in the public and private 
sector. He is a small business owner as a licensed General Contractor and has been in the construction business 
for over 20 years. He currently sits on the Broward Housing Finance Authority. His priorities as a Broward County 
Commissioner for District 8 are improving housing, public transportation and infrastructure. 

Dr. Ryan Eggleston 
City Manager  
City of Cooper City  

A native of northwestern Pennsylvania near Lake Erie, I am a credentialed Interna-
tional City/County Management Association manager. While on the ICMA Interna-
tional Committee, I served four years as an ICMA liaison for England and Ireland. My 
master’s degree in Public Administration was obtained from Gannon University while 
my bachelor’s degree in History and Political Science (with a minor in Information 
Technology) was from Syracuse University.     

Prior to relocating to Cooper City, Florida, in June of 2023 to be the city manager, I served as a city manager in 
Morehead City, North Carolina, as well as the Pennsylvania municipalities of South Fayette, Oil City and Greenville. 
I have over 16 years of executive and financial experience in local government. I have attended the Gettysburg 
Leadership Institute through ICMA, Leadership ICMA (Class of 2013), and the Senior Executive Institute at the 
University of Virginia.  

Furthermore, my wife Julia, our five children and I reside in Cooper City. Although spending quality time with my 
family is very important to me, I also enjoy volunteering. My favorite hobbies are boating, reading, coaching youth 
in basketball and soccer, and traveling in the United States and abroad when possible. 

Anthony Fajardo 
Assistant City Manager 
City of Fort Lauderdale  

After completing grad school at Florida Atlantic University, Anthony started his pro-
fessional career in conservation working for the Army Corps of Engineers, the South 
Florida Water Management District, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection on several large-scale projects, in-
cluding the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Project (CERP).  He then entered 
the planning field working in the Zoning Department and later the Long-Range Plan-
ning Department for Palm Beach County.   



Anthony came to work for the City of Fort Lauderdale in 2005 as a Planner II, promoted to Zoning Administrator 
in 2011, and served as the Director of the Development Services Department from 2016 till 2022 when he was 
promoted to Assistant City Manager.  During his tenure with the City, he has acquired considerable experience 
working on multiple municipal code amendments covering a wide variety of topics, management and supervision 
of large city-wide planning projects, historic preservation, code enforcement, has been assigned as a liaison to 
multiple quasi-judicial boards, served on various city committees and boards, and works directly with multiple 
outside agencies and internal resources to establish a solution driven approach to resolve issues as they arise.   

Dr. Gregory Salters 
Founder/Managing Partner  
The S.A.L.T. Mine Success and Leadership Training Institute LLC. 

Dr. Gregory A. Salters retired from the Ft. Lauderdale Police Department. He served 
for over 28 years in various capacities; concluding his career as an Assistant Police 
Chief/Chief’s Executive Officer. He is the Founder/Managing Partner of The S.A.L.T. 
Mine Success and Leadership Training Institute LLC. He is also the Director of Campus 
Operations and Safety at Florida Memorial University.  

He earned his bachelor’s degree from Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University; 
his master’s degree in Public Administration from Florida Atlantic University and his Doctorate degree in Adult 
Education/Human Resource Development from Florida International University.  His dissertation explored the im-
pact of racial profiling on Black males seeking jobs in law enforcement and committing to law enforcement ca-
reers. Dr. Salters is a certified John C. Maxwell speaker, coach, and trainer. 

Dr. Salters’ training has included the following: The Center for Advanced Criminal Justice Studies, Executive Lead-
ership Program; the Police Executive Research Forum’s (PERF)- The Senior Management Institute for Police (SMIP), 
Session 34; and the FBI National Academy (Session 240).  

Dr. Salters facilitated courses for the Florida Department of Law Enforcement’s (FDLE) Florida Leadership Acad-
emy. These courses include but are not limited to Ethics, Performance Management, Leadership and Supervision, 
and the Persuasive Leader. He also facilitated leadership training for the YMCA of South Florida. He has also served 
as an adjunct professor at the Broward County Institute for Public Safety, Florida International University, and 
Miami Dade College School of Justice. Dr. Salters has also facilitated FDLE’s Minority Recruitment and Retention 
Forum, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People’s School to Prison Pipeline at Florida Atlantic 
University, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) Race and Law Enforcement course at the Miami Field 
Office. Dr. Salters also prepares individuals for employment and promotional processes.   

Dr. Salters is active in the community. He has served as the Chairman of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Incorpo-
rated, Zeta Alpha Lambda Chapter’s Men of Tomorrow mentoring program.  In 2014, he was recognized as Zeta 
Alpha Lambda’s Brother of the Year. He was also recognized as Broward County School Board’s “Mentor of the 
Year” for the 2014 – 2015 school year. He also serves as Senior Warden of Tom Raines Lodge #484 F&AM PHA and 
is a member of Prince Hall Shriners SABA Temple #186. 



Captain Christopher De Giovanni 
District Police Chief  
BSO Cooper City District 

Captain Christopher De Giovanni joined the Broward Sheriff's Office in 2004. He was 
assigned to the Department of Law Enforcement, serving as both a road patrol deputy 
and a property crimes detective in Dania Beach. In addition to his full-time employ-
ment, he volunteered and served in the agency's Field Force Unit, specializing in 
crowd control and management. 

In 2015, he was promoted to the rank of sergeant and reassigned to the Pompano 
Beach District. He later assumed the role of detective sergeant, overseeing both the Criminal Investigations and 
Crime Suppression Team in the South Broward District (West Park/ Pembroke Park). Thereupon, he was promoted 
to lieutenant and reassigned to serve the South Broward District as the executive officer. 

In October 2020, he was promoted to captain and was selected to serve as the District Chief for the Cooper City 
District. 

Captain De Giovanni is an active member of the Broward County Chiefs of Police Association and is a graduate of 
the University of Louisville's Southern Police Institute, 86th Command Officers Development Course. 

Prior to joining the Broward Sheriff’s Office, Captain De Giovanni proudly served in the United States Marine 
Corps. During his time in the Marines, he participated in two combat tours overseas in support of both Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was awarded a Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal 
with a distinguishing "V" for combat valor, as well as a Presidential Unit Citation, amongst other awards and med-
als. 

Captain De Giovanni holds a bachelor’s degree in Biblical Studies and Pastoral Ministries and continued his edu-
cation by earning his Master of Arts in the same field and graduated valedictorian of his class.  

He and his wife are the loving parents to six children: five sons and one daughter. 

Lieutenant Jeff Tozzie 
Executive Officer 
BSO Cooper City District 

Lieutenant Jeff Tozzie began his career in law enforcement in1976 with the Wilton 
Manors Police Department.  In 1979 he joined the Oakland Park Police Department, 
with dual certification as a firefighter/police officer.  

In 2000, he became part of BSO after Oakland Park's merger with BSO.  He served as 
the executive officer for the Oakland Park District and the Weston/West Broward Dis-
tricts; was part of the OSSI Records Management Implementation Team; and then 

served as executive officer for the Port Everglades District.  He joined the Cooper City District in November 2016, 
where he presently serves as its executive officer.  

Lieutenant Tozzie earned a bachelor's degree from Florida Atlantic University in 1980, followed by a master's 
degree from Nova University in 1984.He attended the Florida Criminal Justice Institute's Senior Leadership Pro-
gram in 1988 and graduated from the FBI National Academy in 2007. 



Ashley Barcena 
Community Involvement Specialist 
BSO Cooper City District 

Ms. Barcena joined the Broward Sheriff’s Office as the Community Involvement Spe-
cialist in 2022. Prior to her work with BSO, she worked with the City of Doral as the 
Marketing and Sponsorship Coordinator for just under 10 years. 

Ms. Barcena received her Master’s in Marketing in 2017 from Florida International 
University and her Bachelors in Psychology from Florida Gulf Coast University in 2014. 
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